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///the COMPETITION

the competition is for the integrated design of an innovative music venue in the east river state park located in 
williamsburg BROOKLYN.  the new park is the site of the ‘JELLY Pool Parties’ summer concert series which 
brings 6,000 fans to the site on sunday afternoons to enjoy free performances by progressive independent 
artists.  suckerPUNCH challenges designers to develop a network of stages and facilities which can accom-
modate and enhance these performances through a progressive design strategy.  as the epicenter of cutting 
edge music, art, and fashion in brooklyn, williamsburg demands an architectural intervention that integrates 
the most contemporary of design ideas, techniques and processes.  the stages and facilities should be designed 
as a differentiated system where unique moments can emerge from a cohesive environment within the park.  
the stages can be permanent structures or they can be transformative and adapt in order to accommodate the 
infinite possible future scenarios for the site and its incarnations in the off season.  the organizers are propos-
ing such future functions as the performances of opera, classical, and pop music as well as movie screenings 
and outdoor markets.  designs should consider atmospheric conditions such as lighting and water as well as 
performative shading features as these performances will be held in the heat of the summer and span from the 
afternoon into the night.  

///williamsburg BROOKLYN

the village of williamsburg was established in 1827 and originially used for industrial purposes because of its 
location along the east river.  williamsburg eventually merged with the city of brooklyn and continued to grow as 
large companies set up their factories in the area such as the domino sugar refinery.  the completion of the wil-
liamsburg bridge at the turn of the 20th century connected williamsburg directly to manhattan causing a major 
influx of population.  eventually in the middle of the 20th century industries began pulling out of their williams-
burg factories in favor of cheaper locations.  the area became riddled with crime as a large population existed 
without jobs and an industrial wasteland as home.  in the late1980s artists and young people began moving to 
the neighborhood for its cheap rents and huge warehouse spaces.  by the turn of the millenium the neighbor-
hood had a new population and was a thriving cultural center for art, music, and entertainment.  in 2005 wil-
liamsburg was largely rezoned to allow for large residential towers to go up in the neighborhood and along 
the waterfront.  the population continues to grow as well as the number of music venues, boutique stores, and 
renowned restaurants.[1]

///site CONDITIONS

formerly a 19th century shipping dock, the site of east river state park was opened as a public park in 2007.  the 
site was known as palmer’s dock, named after lowell palmer.  he was an 1870s maker of barrels and casks, who 
sidestepped the congested shipping lanes and streets of manhattan by bringing in ships of flour, sugar and oth-
er commodities directly from new jersey.[2]  the docks were used commercially until 1983.  the land remained 
inactive until purchased by the new york state office of parks, recreation and historic preservation. the park is 

© JELLY © JELLY© suckerPUNCH © suckerPUNCH



competition

seven acres of gently sloping, riverfront land with large concrete pads left over from the shipping sheds.  the site 
is along the river and offers amazing views to the manhattan skyline and new york city bridges.  the park is three 
blocks from bedford avenue, the main commercial thoroughfare of the neighborhood.  

///performance venue PROGRAM

main stage					     60’ x 40’
main stage seating/standing area		  15000sf
secondary stage				    30’ x 10’
secondary stage seating/standing area	 5000sf
[2] bathroom facilities				   1000sf each
[2] bar tents					     1000sf each
[3] food tents					     1000sf each
lounge/visitor center 				    5000sf
dodgeball court				    30’ x 60’
water feature					     at the discretion of the entrant
[10] vender kiosks				    100sf each
[2] ticket booths				    100sf each

///jury/AWARDS

roland SNOOKS [kokkugia]
maxi SPINA [maxi SPINA architects]
simon KIM [IK Studio]
alexander KANE [JELLY] 
abigail COOVER [hume coover studio, suckerPUNCH] 
nathan HUME [hume coover studio, suckerPUNCH] 
jose GONZALEZ [SOFTlab] 
mike SZIVOS [SOFTlab]
 
this competition is blind peer reviewed.

$2500 in prizes will be awarded and the winning designs will be published on suckerPUNCH.

///entry REQUIREMENTS

this is an open ideas competition. entrants will be required to digitally submit two [2] boards at 18” high x 24” 
wide and 150dpi in tiff format with the provided 5 digit code in a 1”x1” square in the lower right hand corner of 
each board. image requirements are as follows:

plans
all necessary site and floor plans to describe the project including at the minimum a ground level plan describ-
ing the form, integration of program and relationship to the site.
*scale is at the discretion of the entrant

sections
one [1] north/south section
one [1] east/west section
*scale is at the discretion of the entrant
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renderings
one [1] aerial view
one [1] view of the main stage
one [1] view of integration of stages, landscape and support spaces
*one rendering best describing the formal and atmospheric intent of the project must be rendered at 10” high x 
13” wide and 150dpi in tiff format.  this image is to be included on the boards as one of the above views.

///competition SCHEDULE

19 april 2010 competition launch
31 may 2010 deadline for questions
07 june 2010 answers to questions will be posted on suckerPUNCH
14 june 2010 early registration deadline
13 august 2010 registration deadline
16 august 2010 project submission deadline
30 august 2010 winners will be posted on suckerPUNCH

///registration/FEES

entrants may register by submitting payment to suckerPUNCH via paypal and contact info to competitions@
suckerPUNCHdaily.com. once payment and contact info is received, an email will be sent containing all project 
documentation (including dimensioned cad plan, 3d model, aerial photo, and site photos)  and a 5 digit identifi-
cation number to be placed in a 1”x1” square on the bottom right corner of each board. the submission proce-
dure will also be outlined in this email.

early registration fee - $35
registration fee - $65

please email any questions to competitions@suckerPUNCHdaily.com

///resources
 
[1]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williamsburg,_Brooklyn

[2]http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/27/nyregion/27park.html?_r=1

http://www.bing.com/maps/?v=2&where1=N%207th%20St%20%26%20Kent%20Ave%2C%20Brooklyn%2C%20
NY%2011211&encType=1

http://thepoolparties.com/

http://www.brooklynvegan.com/archives/2010/02/8_pool_parties.html

///competition PARTNER

http://www.jellynyc.com/


